
Meeting #12



• Introduction and welcome
• Presentation

• Existing Conditions
• Natural Resources
• Trails and Open Space
• Developed Parks

• Existing Policies + Programs
• Community Feedback
• New Policy Suggestions

• Small group discussion
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• Thank you for joining us!

• We encourage you to follow along and provide feedback through 
the online comment forum.
• A link to this forum is on the General Plan website TOaks2045.org
• Please note, this comment forum is active only during the meeting –

Today, November 19nd, from 6-8 pm

• If you’d like to participate in the small group discussions, you must 
register and log in to the Zoom Meeting

• For attendees in the Zoom Meeting and on the phone, you will have 
an opportunity to speak during public comment at the end of the 
meeting. We will call on you individually. 

https://www.toaks2045.org/


• We will pause throughout the presentation to answer 
any questions from GPAC members and the public, 
including those submitted online







• Tonight we’ll discuss 2 of the 8 required elements
• Conservation element addresses the conservation, development, 

and use of natural and historic resources, including water, forests, 
soils, rivers, and mineral deposits.

• Open space element details plans and measures for preserving open 
space for natural resources, the managed production of resources, 
outdoor recreation, public health and safety, and the identification 
of agricultural land.



• Federal Endangered Species Act (ESA, 1973)
• Designations for endangered and threatened species
• Incentives for states to develop and maintain conservation programs

• California Endangered Species Act (CESA, 1970)
• Designations for endangered and threatened species
• Bans imports/exports of animals listed
• CEQA typically drives the CESA process

• Quimby Act (1975)
• Allows local governments to impose fees on developers to fund parks
• More on this further in the presentation

• New State Wildfire Regulations
• AB 38 (2019) – Communitywide Wildfire Resilience, AB 1823 (2019) – Fuel Reduction 

and Forest Health Projects





• Natural Communities
• Threatened Plant and 

Wildlife Species
• Wildlife Corridors



• Six primary natural habitats
• Grasslands
• Chaparral
• Sage scrub
• Oak woodlands/savannah
• Riparian oak woodlands
• Freshwater marsh

• Special Status Plants and Animals
• 33 rare, threatened, or endangered 

animals (e.g., Coastal Gnatcatcher, 
California Red-Legged Frog, Least 
Bell’s Vireo)

• 17 rare, threatened, or endangered 
plants (e.g., Braunton’s Milk-Vetch, 
Conejo Dudleya, Lyon’s Pentachaeta)





• Santa Monica-Sierra Madre Wildlife 
Corridor
• Portion located along the western 

and northern fringes of the City
• Protects 20 focal species that are 

sensitive to habitat loss and 
fragmentation

• 2019 Ventura County regulations 
protect habitat connectivity and 
wildlife movement corridors with 
special planning overlay zones near 
wildlife crossing structures





• Current Open Space Areas
• Trail System Management



• Conejo Open Space Conservation 
Agency (COSCA)
• Created in 1977 - Joint powers 

agreement between City of 
Thousand Oaks + Conejo Recreation 
and Park District (CRPD)

• Manages open space throughout 
Thousand Oaks’ city limits and 
planning area
• Owns and/or manages 12,590 acres of 

open space
• 150 miles of trails

• Mission to acquire, conserve, and 
manage open space for future 
generations

• Governed by a Board of Directors



• Work with the Planning Department to ensure 
new development plans conform with open 
space access and protections

• Facilitate public/private utility projects located 
on open space land

• COSCA has 7 formal volunteer programs
• Trail Work Days 
• Special Trail Work Days 
• Trails Education Days 
• Trail Watch
• Adopt-a-Trail 
• Trail Ambassadors 
• Open space outreach

• Conejo Open Space Trails Action Committee 
• Committee of volunteers appointed by COSCA Board 

to provide feedback on programs and organize open 
space volunteer activities



• 150 miles of public multi-use trails
• Hiking

• Biking
• Equestrian

• Most trails managed by COSCA

• Connect with trails managed by other 
parks and open space agencies

• City received Trail Town USA Hall of 
Fame Award from American Hiking 
Society and National Park Service in 
1996





• Approximately 15,250 acres of 
open space in the City’s 
Planning Area
• 34 percent of total Planning Area
• Primarily found in a ring around 

the perimeter of the City
• Uses include hiking, biking, 

horseback riding, and bird 
watching

• Owned and managed by COSCA, 
City, CRPD, private individuals, 
and other public agencies









• George M. Lange, Chair

• Doug Nickles, Vice Chair

• Susan L. Holt

• Nellie Cusworth 

• Chuck Huffer



• 94 Full time

• 53 Part time

• 325 Contract

• 100 Contractors

• 400 Volunteers -
11,000 hours

• Conejo Senior 
Volunteer Program 
(CSVP)
• 1,200 Volunteers at 80 

locations - 275,000 
hours





• 1st City General Plan in 1970

• 1st District Parks Master Plan 
in 1975
• Last comprehensively updated in 

2011

• Receives annual review

• with updates provided to the Board

• Scheduled for next comprehensive 
update alongside census and City 
General Plan Update

• The Master Plan serves as the 
Recreation Element of the City’s 
General Plan



• Targeted ratio of park per 
population

• 2011 CRPD Master Plan (uses 
2010 Census)

• Adopted national standard of 10 
park acres per 1,000 residents
• 5 acres for Districtwide 

Parks
• 2.5 acres for Neighborhood 

Parks
• 1.25 acres for Community 

Parks
• 1.25 acres for Playfields



• Primarily through Quimby Fees 
generated from new residential 
development

• Quimby Act
• California Government Code since 

1975

• Act authorizes cities to pass 
ordinances requiring residential 
developers to set aside land and/or 
pay fees for park improvements

• City of Thousand Oaks has passed 
an ordinance from which CRPD 
relies upon fees for park purchases 
and improvements

















• 65 square miles

• Serves population of 
136,000+

• 3,000+ recreation 
programs annually

• 63 facilities

• 3,250+ acres of parkland

• 580+ acres of developed 
parkland



29 Neighborhood Parks6 Playfields6 Community Parks17 Special Facilities3 Districtwide Facilities2 Regional Parks15,000 acres of open space



Continue to meet or exceed 
community needs of 
recreation programming and 
park facilities

Provide balance to the park 
system with additional parks 
and facilities based on 
population and densities of 
residential development

Partner with city and 
community in order to deliver 
a high level park system



• Health and Wellness

• Promotes Social Equity

• Enhances Sense of 
Community

• Conservation and 
Resiliency

• Public Safety

• Supportive Youth 
Environment

• Economics (Visitor 
Spending/Property Values)



• City of Thousand Oaks is 
one of the most desirous 
places to live, work, and 
recreate in the world.

• General Plan is critical to 
shape the future of the 
City.

• District staff is prepared to 
ensure a prominent 
“quality of life” status 
with the City.



Please visit us at www.crpd.org

or call us at 805-495-6471

for more information.

http://www.crpd.org/




• Existing Open Space + 
Conservation General Plan 
Elements

• COSCA Strategic Plan

• Arroyo Conejo Open Space 
Management Plan

• COSCA Joint-Powers Agreement

• Visioning 2064 Guiding 
Principles

• Citywide Goals for FY 2017-2018 
and FY 2018-2019





• High-quality parks, public services, and facilities are a 
priority

• Preserve and expand parks and open spaces, including 
continued preservation of oak trees, completing a ring of 
open space around the City, and building new parks as the 
population grows.

• Concerns that climate change may affect our open space and 
oak trees

• Interest in expanding Ventura County wildlife corridor zoning





Additional funding for park 
acquisition and maintenance

Potential options include:

- Commercial development linkage fee

- Sales tax

- Park impact fees

Ensure that new trail development and recreation areas do not 
adversely affect wildlife habitats

Establish a parks service goal for residents based on the walking 
distance to the nearest park or open space area

Incorporate the overlay zones adopted by Ventura County for the Santa 
Monica-Sierra Madre Wildlife Corridor into parks and open space maps



• Parks, trails, open space, and the natural environment 
are valued assets to the Thousand Oaks community

• New funding mechanisms are needed for continued 
preservation and acquisition of open space

• New funding mechanisms are needed for ongoing 
maintenance and development of new parks







• Breakout rooms allow participation from 
more people during a large meeting

• The meeting “host” will invite you and 
may set a timer, broadcast 
announcements, or pop-in to help

• “Participant” controls looks very similar 
to those in main session

• Features for each user:
• Mute/Unmute

• Share Screen

• Chat

• Ask for Help (contact host)



1. Are there any specific types of recreational facilities that are 
currently lacking (sports fields, playgrounds, trails, etc.)? 

2. Are there any existing recreational facilities that need 
updating? 

3. Are there any specific areas of the City where parks are 
lacking?

4. What open space areas should be acquisition priorities?

5. Are you interested in increasing funding for open space 
acquisition and maintenance? If so, what funding 
mechanisms are you most open to?



• Introductions

• Questions for clarification

• Spend about 10 minutes per question

• Consensus is NOT required
• Facilitator will record all comments

• Identify one person to report back (1-2 minute max)

• 2-3 responses for each discussion question



1. Are there any specific types of recreational facilities that are 
currently lacking (sports fields, playgrounds, trails, etc.)? 

2. Are there any existing recreational facilities that need updating? 
3. Are there any specific areas of the City where parks are lacking?
4. What open space areas should be acquisition priorities?
5. Are you interested in increasing funding for open space 

acquisition and maintenance? If so, what funding mechanisms 
are you most open to?

We’ll be back after the discussions are concluded.

Small Group Discussion Questions







Environmental 
Impact Report

+ 
General Plan 
Preparation

Draft Land Use 
Alternatives 
Preparation

General Plan 
Outline

Preferred 
Alternative – Public 

+ Decision Maker 
input

Revised Policy 
Framework

GPAC #13 & #14 

Public + Decision 
Maker Input on 

Draft Alternatives

Draft Policy 
Development




